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Greenish,
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and Brownish
Flowers



Apiaceae Purplestem Angelica (Angelica atropurpurea)
A tall robust plant of over a meter with globular inflorescences and compound 
leaves; in sheltered meadows and ravines.



Orchidaceae Bluntleaf Bog Orchid (Platanthera obtusata)
Even though called a “bog orchid” this species is usually found on the mossy 
floor under conifers or in shrubby peaty edges.  The plant has a single basal leaf.



Orchidaceae Longbracted Frog Orchid (Dactylorhiza viridis)
The long leafy bracts in the inflorescence and the shape of the flower lip make 
this orchid readily recognizable.



Orchidaceae Newfoundland Orchid (Pseudorchis albida)
In Newfoundland this rare orchid is found only near the tip of the Great 
Northern Peninsula on limestone barrens in sheltered turfy areas.  Flowers may 
be whitish, creamy-white , or slightly greenish-white.



Orchidaceae Early Coralroot (Corallorhiza trifida)
Flowers are mostly greenish-yellow, but the tiny flower lip is white, sometimes spotted 
with red.  Usually in shaded woods or clearing edges.



Orchidaceae Northern Green Orchid (Platanthera aquilonis)
Similar to white-flowering Bog Candles, but with yellow-green flowers.  Moist 
turfy sheltered sites and meadows.



Orchidaceae Broadlip Twayblade (Listera convallarioides)
Open moist areas in woods and ravines.  Twayblades have two opposite 
leaves  This species only grows to about 9 cm in height.



Rhamnaceae Alderleaf Buckthorn (Rhamnus alnifolia)
This shrub only grows to a meter in height and has alder-resembling leaves.  It 
produces black berries in autumn.  Found in sheltered shrubby sites.



Saxifragaceae Naked Miterwort (Mitella nuda)
A shaded woodland species with low basal leaves and “naked” flowering stalks. 
Grows to to 20 cm.  The true petals are divided into feathery structures.



Rosaceae Lady’s Mantle  (Alchemilla filicaulis)
The Lady’s Mantles are  readily recognizable by their leaf shape and by their 
clusters of tiny greenish flowers.



Asteraceae Newfoundland Pussytoes (Antennaria eucosma)
A rare distinctive limestone pussytoes with elongated upright grey-green 
leaves.  The brown phyllaries enclose whitish puffy florets.



Asteraceae Pussytoes (Antennaria spp.)
Several limestone barrens pussytoes having mat forming grey-green leaf 
clusters are known from Burnt Cape.  They produce brownish heads 
enclosing white fluffy florets.



Plantaginaceae Seaside Plantain (Plantago maritima)
A seashore plant of marine gravels and rocky cliffs.  The fleshy leaves are edible.



Polygonaceae Dock (Rumex sp. )
Many Docks are tall upright plants often over a meter with elongated green 

inflorescences, whole plants often completely turning deep brown or reddish-brown in 
autumn.  Fruits and leaf structure  are necessary to identify the species.  Usually growing 
on roadsides, shores and disturbed habitats.



Santalaceae Northern Comandra (Geocaulon lividum)
Growing in open woodlands and shrubby edges.  About 10 – 20 cm tall 
and most readily noticed in autumn when the berries turn scarlet to 
almost fluorescent orange.



Urticaceae Stinging Nettle (Urtica dioica)
A plant of roadsides, waste places and human habitations, growing to 
over a meter tall.  Plants are covered with stinging hairs causing burning 
rashes when contacted.  Male and female flowers are on separate plants.



Juncaginaceae Seaside Arrowgrass (Triglochin maritima)
Grows on seashores, fens and wet meadows.  The species is up to a 
meter tall with long thin leaves and produces elongate spikes of 
greenish flowers with feathery stigmas.  Mature fruits are capsules.



Amaranthaceae Sea Glasswort (Salicornia maritima)
A seashore plant  10 – 20 cm tall growing in coastal mud flats 
periodically flooded at high tides.  Jointed fleshy stems are edible.



Araliaceae Wild Sarsaparilla (Aralia nudicaulis)
A woodland species of edges and clearings. Tiny flowers produced in a 
spherical head are mostly greenish, but produce conspicuous stamens, 

with white anthers.  A cluster of 
black berries forms in fall.  Each 
stem produces just one large 
compound leaf.  



Ranunculaceae Alpine Meadowrue (Thalictrum alpinum)
Low dark green shiny evergreen leaf clusters give rise to slender upright 
flower stalks to 15 cm.  Flowers are tiny, inconspicuous and lack petals.



Oleaster Soapberry (Shepherdia canadensis)
A shrub to a meter or two, of limestone substrates.  Leaves are opposite 
on scurfy brown twigs.  Flowers are tiny yellowish and are produced on 

separate male and female 
plants.   Fruits are red berry-
like drupes. 



Myricaceae Sweet Gale/Bog Myrtle (Myrica gale)
A shrub to a meter or so growing in wet soils.  Plants are very early 
flowering and dioecious, the males produced in brown catkins and the 
female with bright red styles.  Fruit is a cluster of spicy nutlets.



Betulaceae Green Alder/Mountain Alder (Alnus viridis )
A shrub up to 3 meters producing upright female catkins and drooping male 
catkins in spring.  Cone-like catkins develop enclosing the seed-like fruits.



Betulaceae White Birch/Paper Birch (Betula papyrifera)
Normally a common tree, but often dwarfed and stunted on the Cape.  
Male and female flowers are born in catkins in spring.



Betulaceae Bog Birch (Betula pumila)
A low or upright shrub to two meters growing in wet soils.  Flowers are 
borne in catkins.  Often low and sprawling on the Cape except in 
sheltered sites.



Betulaceae Newfoundland Dwarf Birch (Betula michauxii). A 
dwarf birch of wet sites, smaller than Bog Birch, rarely exceeding knee 
height.



Salicaceae Balsam Poplar (Populus balsamifera)
Normally a tree but often small and stunted on the Cape, growing in 
sheltered sites.  Flowers are tiny and in catkins.  Mature buds are sticky 
and have a distinct balsamic aroma.



Salicaceae Hoary Willow/Sage Willow (Salix candida)
Growing in moist limestone sites, this shrub may vary from almost 
prostrate to two meters tall.  Elongate hairy silver grey-green leaves are 
characteristic and conspicuous.



Salicaceae Prostrate Limestone Barrens Willows
Several species of willow form prostrate patches on the bare gravels.  
The most common of these is the Bearberry Willow (Salix uva-ursi)



Salicaceae Bearberry Willow (Salix uva-ursi)
Ground-hugging patches occur on the barrens.  Upright female catkins 
(left) and male (right) have a reddish colour when young.



Salicaceae Net-veined Willow (Salix reticulata)
A mat forming shrub on the limestone gravels, this species has shiny green 
veiny leaves above, pale but almost hairless at maturity beneath.
Male (left) and 
female catkins 
(right) are 
upright and tiny. 

Red insect galls are 
often seen on the 
leaves of this species.



Salicaceae Hairy Willow (Salix vestita)
Veiny leaves above with long silver-white hairs beneath are characteristic of 
this willow.  Plants may be prostrate or up to 50 cm in sheltered sites.



Salicaceae Beautiful Willow/Greyleaf Willow (Salix glauca)
A low sprawling to more upright shrub sometimes to one meter.  Young 
leaves are hairy, but may lose hairs as they mature.  Left photo of younger 
female catkins, right of mature catkins beginning to release fluffy seeds.



Tofieldiaceae Small Tofieldia/False Asphodel (Tofieldia pusilla)
Common throughout limestone barrens on wet gravels.  Flower stems 
arise from a dense basal cluster of small iris-like leaves, topped by tight 
clusters of greenish-white flowers.



Caryophyllaceae Procumbent Pearlwort (Sagina procumbens)
A tiny evergreen sprawling moss-like plant growing on moist soils.  
Greenish flowers are minute with four petals. 



Poaceae Strand Wheat (Leymus mollis)
A common coastal grass of sandy and gravelly beaches, and even coastal 
roadsides, to one meter tall.  Easily recognized by its blue-green leaves 
and elongated flowering spikes. 



Ericaceae Black Crowberry (Empetrum nigrum)
A low mat-forming shrub flowering very early.  Tiny flowers are barely 
noticeable with the naked eye.  Most commonly recognized by its black 
fruits.  Forms dense “lawns” on some Burnt Cape terraces.



Ericaceae Pink Crowberry (Empetrum eamesii)
Similar in habit to Black Crowberry , but fruits are a translucent deep pink to 
red.  Grows on more exposed rocky substrates than Black Crowberry.



Polygonaceae Knotweeds (Polygonum spp.)
Several knotweeds grow on sandy and gravelly seabeaches.  They are 
sprawling small plants with somewhat fleshy leaves and greenish tiny 
flowers sometimes tinged with pink.  The upper photo is probably P. 
fowleri , Fowler’s Knotweed.


